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Abstract

The term ‘heterctopia” was used by Foucault in one of his lectures given to a group of architectural students
in 1657. This lecture wras published in 1986 in an essay entitled ‘Of Other Spaces’. Although thisis a theory
to be explored for exploring spatial relations in the field of architecture, its implications could be extended
to v=rious other fields. Fouczult, in this lecture proposes ideas and new ways of thinking about ‘space’ or
“spaces’ in 2 globelized world where heterotopias are like “counter-sites”. A concept which has been
considered ambiguous and incomplete in its attempts of definition by some has also remained a topic of
much discussion and debate for many. It serves as a base for understanding complex urban spaces in a
gloazlised sodety. These spaces form a part of our modern urbanized identities and cultures as well and
zcrording to Fouczult, the concept of heterotopias is like a disruptive force, a way to think about things
differently. Foucault’s lecture historicizes the concept of spatial existence and probes into the problem of
juxzposing heterctopias with rez) spaces of our existence. He talks about tensions and contradictions in
the<e stes of contradiction which has been existing since the conception of civilization. Foucault, while
theorizing writh the post -modern condition of existential reality in the modern European world, has also
pointed out several real spaces that serve as examples for heterotopias. Foucault’s theory about the
formztion of the ideal subject in “different spaces’ or ‘other spaces’ are dealt with in his later work Discipline
ond Punish. His owm published lecture is however insufficient in this respect and there are a handful of
scholzrs who have been working on elaborating and extending his theories in their research works.

This paper will discuss the concept of heterotopias as implied by Foucault and few other scholars working
in the same field.
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According to Heidi Sohn, Michel Foucault had borrowed the term *heterotopia’ from
medical and biological contexts and had then used it in his own discourse (41). The word
1s a contraction of two words ‘hetero” and ‘topos’ where “hetero’ means another or different
and ‘topos’ means place (Sohn 41). Sohn also points out that the term had been increasingly
appearing since the 1920s in medical literature to describe a particular phenomenon or to
talk about the spatial displacement of any normal tissue, which however does not have any
influence over the total functioning and development of the body to which the tissue
belongs (41). In medical science it is believed that heterotopia usually occurs in organs
adjacent to each other having a close ‘spatial relationship’ in their origin (Sohn 41). The
word has been shown to have a diverse range of meanings. It however signifies a condition
that generically suggests a kind of ‘spatial and morphological anomaly’ (Sohn 43).

‘Heterotopia’ as a term appeared for the first time in the preface of Foucault’s The
Order of Things, which was published in 1966 and Foucault had actually posited his
concept of heterotopia as an opposition to utopia (Sohn 43). Both the terms are however
conceptual and abstract in nature. The term ‘heterotopia’ was presented in a lecture as well
by Foucault himself in France in 1967. This lecture took place in front of an audience of
architects. Although in a much closed circle, the term gained wide popularity among the
field of architects as it seemed to open a wide range of vistas in the field of urban planning
for new architectural experiments. The concept of heterotopias/s originates the idea of
‘different space’ or that of the ‘contesting spaces’ (Boyer 54). The lecture on architectural
heterotopias has however established a new science known as the science of heterotopias
or the science of ‘other spaces’. It got published in several languages and the published
English version was named ‘Of Other Spaces’. The English translation of the title was
however a subject of disagreement among many and it was thought that an alternative
translation would be ‘different spaces’ as the word ‘heterotopia’ contains the root ‘hetero’
which is a Greek word meaning ‘different’ rather than ‘other’ (Sohn 22). But the version

entitled ‘Of Other Spaces’ received wide circulation.

Before moving any further into the concept of Heterotopia, it is perhaps more
important to talk about the concept of space in itself. Drawing attention to Henri Lefebvre’s
idea it would be proper to think about the concept of space in its entirety on all levels:
social, geographical and economical. While describing the concept, Lefebvre actually
alludes to the history of the philosophy of space according to which, with the advent of the
artesian logic, the concept of space had entered the realm of the absolute (The Production

KSpace 1). Philosophers like Descartes and Kant are important on this aspect for giving a
ition of social spacc Space however came to be consxdered as more of a ‘mental thing’

or rather spaces as well. Being a mental concept it is difficult for Foucault or others to
explain or produce a very radical stance on this concept. He never explains what space it is
that he is referring to so that the gap between the philosophical and real can be bridged.
Foucault claims that a proper and definitive definition of space might never be
possible as our life is perhaps still governed by a certain number of oppositions that remains

almact ninhraalahla (“OF Othar Qrurac’” 1A) (Cartain annncitinnal inctimitiane and nracticac
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An overview on the spatial distribution of major communicable
diseases in Malda district, India

Krishnendn Gupta !
Abstract

The concept of discase can be described from various point of views. Diseases may be com-

pared with an iceberg. The small floating part of iceberg represents what the physician can
see. Rest of the submerge portion of iceberg may be compared with the hidden responsible
factors of diseases, what the physician does not sce. Geographical studies play vital role to find
out spatio-temporal analysis and cause-effect relation of any disease. This study will portrait
the block wise spatial distribution that includes the concentration as well as dispersal of ma-
Jor communicable diseases in Malda district of West Bengal. In this research work, Location
Quotient has been considered as the major analytical technique. For each disease, district level
comparative study has been discussed to find out the position of study district in West Bengal.
After that an effort has been made to portrait block wise spatial distribution to highlight the
concentration as well as dispersal of major communicable diseases as compared to district level

average condition. The spatial analysis of diseases is very much useful for decision maker and

planner to prevent as well as for the eradication of diseases from any place. It provides the real

scenario of disease distribution and their growth pattern over a time period in any region.

Key words: Disease, epidemiology, ice berg concept, communicable diseases, spatial analysis.

Introduction:

The concept of disease may be described from various points of views. As per Webster definition
disease is “a condition in which body health is impaired, a departure from a state of health.
an alteration of the human body interrupting the performance of vital functions” (Park, 2013)
The Oxford English Dictionary defines disease as “a condition of the body or some part or organ
of the body in which its functions are disrupted or damaged” (Park, 2013). Ecological concept
considers disease as maladjustment situation between human organism and the environment.
Sociological perspective considers disease as a common social phenomenon, which is found in
all societies. However, there are little differences among the concepts of disease,
sickness. According to the Susser (1971) these terms may be described as:

illness, and

» Disease is a physiological or psychological dysfunction.
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The British Seaside Birkul ang Narayantglqg -
Holidays and Summer Resorts in Colonial Bﬂ;g“

Dr Suman Mukherjee
|

| {: The British decided to construct sea-side resorts In different parts of Coastal Bengal
1 ,\N“:M from summer heat of Calcutta. In the |g» century ‘Beerku/’ (presently Digha)
S sca-side resort. First Governor General Warren Hastings (1774.) 785) selected ‘Beerkul’
ﬂ-“w himself from the heat of Calcutta. The sweet sea wind of Beerkul was very useful for
::m of the European administrators and aristocrats. Hastings Constructed 5 bungalows there
»d he marked it as ‘Brighton of the East’. But the said plan was not implemented very

and health sanitarium of Bengal? How tourism,
letsure and recreation informed an agenda in Colonial Birkul and Fraserganj? Why and how
Birkul and Frasergan) emerged as a popular seaside holiday destination in Colonial Bengal? Who
were the key players in tourism, leisure and recreation in Colonial Birkul and Frasergan;?
Key Words: Seaside; Holiday;

Summer Resorts; Birkul; Narayantala: ‘Brighton of the East’:
Warren Hastings; Sir Andrew Fraser; Tourism; Leisure; Recreation.

Within Western nations, water has long been associated with restorative qualities and medicinal
benefits to balance the ardor of work, life in the city, or the pollution inherent in industnal/urban
areas. This association is evidenced in Past practices of picnicking beside creeks, rivers, and
lakes; short excursions to lake areas, thermal springs, and the seaside; the taking of seaside
holidays angd vacations; second- home ownership by lakes, or at the seaside; and bathing and spa
Berapy as well as taking in the waters and fresh or sea air. Traditionally, in England, seaside
%™l and activities were used as a break from normal routine. With the onset of the Industrial
R‘"d“&‘ﬂ and subsequent developments in working conditions, such as shorter working days
:::lic holidays, discretionary income, along with the concurrent development of transportation
logy,

» the lower-middle and

working classes were able to experience to differing degrees
. *Creational and leisure pursu
"d upper
o

its that had previously been the purview of the upper-middle

CNTA® O 2]
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Availability and Accessibility of Health Care Facilities— A Case
Study of Maldah District, India

' 'Md Hasan Askari'’and Krishnendu Gupta’?

Abstract : The discussion about health care resources in addition to thatof accessibility and availability of
health care facilities is one of the main concerns of medical geographers. The investigation of health care
resource distribution is being done at various scales Sfrom the national to the neighbourhood. Present work
has emphasised on the availability and accessibility of various health care facilities in different blocks of
Maldahh, a district of West Bengal, India. This study has been divided into two parts mainly;in the first part
an attempt has been made 1o portrait the periphery area of various health care facilities to find out the
accessibility of health care services and the second part analyses the population pressure on different health
care facilities and distributional gap between existing and expected number of facilities as per the national
norms. The discussion supports that the Maldahh district is experiencing unequal and insufficient distribution
of various health care facilities.

Key Words: health care facilities, periphery zone, public health centre, Inequalities, distributional gap

Introduction

The discussion about health care resources as well as accessibility and availability of health
care facilities is one of the main concerns of medical geographers.

The health care includes personal health services, health education and information which
helps prevent diseases, early diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation (Rai & Nathawat 2013). The
investigations of health care resource distribution are being done at various scales from the national
to the neighbourhood. Many researchers made an attempt to understand the factors that shape
health and health care experiences at different spatial scale (Roux and Mair 2010; Smyth 2008;
Meade & Emch 2010). Many researchers think that health care distribution related study consists
two types of analysis i.e., macro scale and micro scale. Macro scale analysis correlates location
decisions with demographic, socio-economic and environmental factors. On the other hand, micro
level analysis investigates the actual mechanisms behind resource distribution (Meade et. al. 1988).

I. Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Turku Hansda Lapsa Hemram Mahavidyalay, Mollarpur,
Birbhum, Email- mdhasanaskari90@gmail.com
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Geography, Visva Bharati
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“The fiest key principle in the primary health care strategy is cquity or equitable distribution of
health services™ (Park, 2013). Many rescarches dealt with the discussion related to the distributional
pattern of health care facilities such as. Spencer and Angeles (2007) used Kernel Density Estimation
(KDE) within Geographical Information System to represent the spread of people and services
across the Nicaragua. A bufTer zone map and other maps by calculating population density with
three different Kerel size have been drawn in the paper (o show the accessibility of health care
facilities in the said arca. Pacz ct al. (2010) have made an attempt to find out the accessibility pattern
by considering average trip length (o the available facility in Montreal Island. An attempt has been
made by Purahit (2010) (o analyse the cfficiency variation of the health care system in Karnataka.
For this purpose, the author used the stochastic frontier technique. Afler the analysis the result
sho_wn that the cfficiency of public health dclivery system remains low, which shed negative impact
on improving the life expectancy in the state. Delamater et al. (2012) mentioned in their paper that
incqualities in geographical accessibility of health care facilities may be influenced by configuration
of facilities, population distribution and transportation. For this study they have reviewed conccptual
and practical differences between raster and network data models. The two-step floating catchment
arca (2 SFCA) method was used to measure the spatial accessibility of hcalth care facilities in
Victona, Australia. In his paper McGrail (2012) presents the first comparison between continuous
and zonal (step) decay functions of effectiveness of various facilities especially within both rural
and metropolitan regions. Munoz and Kallestal (2012) supported that the role of primary health care
is very essential to improve the quality of health because PHC act as the first level of contact, by
which individuals, any family and any community can easily connect with the national health
system. Health care system should follow the given characteristics (Park, 2013):

i) Appropriateness: Health care system must be appropriate to the health problem of the
human being.

ii) Comprehensiveness: Optimum mix of preventive, curative and promotional services.

iii) Adequacy: The service must be proportionate to the requirement.

Availability: There must not have any gap between existing and required health care facilities

as per threshold population.

V) Accessibility: Health care system must have geographic, economic and cultural accessibility.

vi) Affordability: The cost to avail health care facilities must be within the economic ability of
the people of any administrative unit.

vii) Feasibility: Health system must have feasibility in term of efficiency of certain procedures,
logistic support, manpower and material resources.

In brief, the intention of health care system should meet the needs of entire population and
not merely selected groups and it should cover the full range of preventive, curative and rehabilitation
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